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The Tribunal shall be presented with a number of written observations concerning the 
questions it has been submitted: teams of lawyers are already preparing these briefs. During 
the hearing, it shall hear testimonies from victims of Monsanto's conduct, as well as legal 
opinions presented by experts tasked with informing the Court about the legal issues involved 
in the questions it is presented.  

The Foundation Stichting Monsanto Tribunal believes it to be of the highest importance that 
Monsanto itself is given ample opportunity to present its views to the Tribunal, in order to 
ensure that the Tribunal is fully informed and equipped to provide an assessment that is based 
on the fullest range of information possible.  

We share this view. 

We would therefore strongly encourage Monsanto to submit a written brief to the Tribunal, 
before the deadline of October 1st, 2016.

Moreover, Monsanto is invited to be representated at the hearings that the Tribunal shall hold 
on 15 and 16 October 2016 in The Hague. Please let us know by October 1st if you would like 
to make use of this opportunity.  

Of course, we remain at your disposal to provide you with any further information you may 
require on the nature of this initiative and the conditions under which the Tribunal shall be 
operating.  

We look forward to your answer. 

Sincerely, 

Françoise Tulkens, former vice-president of the European Court of Human Rights 

Dior Fall Sow, former Advocate General of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 

Annex: Terms of reference of the International Monsanto Tribunal 
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www.monsanto-tribunal.org 
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        Amsterdam ,June 8th, 2016  

Bayer AG wants to take over Monsanto, the world's most notorious seed and agrochemical company.  

Open letter to the Chairman of the Board of BAYER, Werner Baumann  

Dear Mr. Baumann, 

In the last issue of FAZ-Sunday you were quoted as saying, “We are aware of Monsanto’s reputation,“ and 
“As I talk to our investors in order to convince them of our venture there will also be an offer for talks to 
environmental activists and other NGOs.“  

As an organization concerned about the possibility and implications of Bayer AG’s bid to take over the 
Monsanto Corporate Group, we appreciate this invitation for an open dialogue. We would therefore like 
to ask the following questions of you: 

1. Will Bayer AG correct the ongoing damage and long-standing legacy of pollution created by 
Monsanto after the take over? 

2. Is there a danger that Monsanto is trying to evade the range of allegations and lawsuits brought 
against it, especially the International Monsanto Tribunal in The Hague next October, by being 
sold? Consequently, might the company have a great interest in changing its name? 

3. Could there be a kind of complicity between Bayer AG and the Monsanto Corporate Group in 
troubled times? We know that there was a joint venture between the two companies in the 1950s 
and 60s to develop Agent Orange? 

4. As indicated in the press, the planned merger of Bayer AG and the Monsanto Corporate Group will 
be very profitable for Monsanto's management. Will there be similar profits for Bayer AG's 
management? 

5. Could the real reason for the merger be to bypass TTIP negotiations - which are stalled for the 
moment - and so be able to sell controversial Monsanto products through the backdoor on the 
European market? 

6. Will Bayer AG continue to undertake research and production in all of Monsanto’s main sectors 
(including pesticides herbicides and gene technology)? And will Bayer AG continue to use the 
justification that these products are necessary to save humanity from food insecurity and climate 
change?  

Mr. 

Werner Baumann 

Chairman oft he Board of Bayer AG 

Kaiser-Wilhelm-Allee 
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The European Civic Forum
We are an international network of people in solidarity who aspire to and actively 
engage in more justice and peace in the world.

We volunteer informally where too many people look the other way. Through our 
networking with other emancipatory initiatives, we are striving to gather energies to 
take a step forward towards the utopia of a more just and peaceful world.

Support for self-organization for people in need, public relations and the financing of 
startup grants for committed youth groups are the strong points of our activity.
 

THE IMPORTANT POINTS

•	 Commitment against modern slavery in industrial agriculture,
•	 Cross-border solidarity with migrants and exiles
•	 Creation of reception and counselling centres for undocumented migrants
•	 Solidarity on the spot with the victims of looting in southern countries
•	 Commitment to biodiversity, the common heritage of seeds, and the conservation 

of our livelihoods
•	 Defence of victims of state arbitrariness and nationalist violence
•	 Launching and networking of peace initiatives

HISTORY AND NEW CHALLENGES

The European Civic Forum (ECF) was created in 1989, shortly after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. The initiative came from committed people1 in both Western and East-
ern Europe. In order not to leave the opening of Eastern Europe only to economic 
interests, major international institutions and governments, we set ourselves the main 
objective of establishing direct contacts between people from East and West, without 
however forgetting the southern hemisphere: friendships and many projects were 
then born, especially in Ukraine, Romania and East Germany, but also in the South. 
During the war in Yugoslavia, we set up an alternative network of independent jour-
nalists (AIM) between the former republics, in order to fight against war madness and 
fanatical nationalism.

1 The main initiators were already active in the European Committee for the Defence of Refugees and Immigrants (E.E.D.R.I.), the Free Radio 
Movement (FERL) or the European Longo Mai Cooperative.
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With the unbridled globalization of the economy, global crises and wars, new chal-
lenges, which are refl ected in the current activities of the CFE, are coming up. The 
important points have sometimes changed, but the way new projects are approached 
has remained the same: on an egalitarian basis, thinking and acting across borders.

European Civic Forum
Basel, September 2017

Since September 1993, Archipel has been published eleven times a year in German 
and French, with a circulation of around 5,000 copies. It is partly distributed by 
subscription in Germany, Austria, France and especially in Switzerland. In addition, 
Archipel is sent free of charge to FCE contacts in Eastern Europe, Africa, Asia and 
Latin America who cannot afford a subscription. Archipel informs about the activities 
of the FCE, other groups or individuals, presents reports on current political events, 
but also refl ections on history and philosophy.

Annual subscription: 60 CHF/ 40 EUR

Monthly journal of European Civic Forum
Archipel

YOU CAN FIND ARCHIPEL ARCHIVES UNDER

WWW.FORUMCIVIQUE.ORG
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Polluted areas, chronic illnesses, childhood 
illnesses and internal documents that serve to 
silence employees. The themes addressed in 
Mathieu Asselin’s work are neither light nor 
pleasant. The artist’s photographs give us a 
glimpse of the past and present horror of mul-
tinational chemical and plastic companies.

The Actes Sud edition, a 156-page book, is 
the result of a five-year photographic project. 
Through these well-documented texts, open-
ness is also an exhortation to committed art. 
For this work, Mathieu Asselin received the 

Dummy Award at the Kassel Photographic Book Festival. In 2017, the artist 
presented his photographs at the “Rencontres de la photographie” in Arles.
He is not the first photographer to denounce the practices of companies like 
Monsanto, but he is the first to tell a complete story.

The editorial staff thanks Mathieu for the gracious provision of his photo-
graphs and illustrations which he used for his exhibition!

MATHIEU ASSELIN
“MONSANTO, A PHOTOGRAPHIC INVES-
TIGATION” ACTS SOUTH, 2017
ENGLISH / FRENCH ISBN: 978-3-
86206-657-5
156 PAPERBACK PAGES

Monsanto, a photographic investigation
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European Civic Forum and International Monsanto Tribunal

“And today, rather than an electoral democracy made with the peo-
ple, by the people, for the people, we have an electoral democracy 
of fi rms, for fi rms, by fi rms. We must therefore recover our ability 
to shape our freedom, to make collective decisions for the good of 
the planet, for our own good and that of future generations.“  
     Vandana Shiva

“The correlation between increased pesticide use and the develop-
ment of cancers, birth defects and miscarriages. Suicides and ru-
ins where farmers have been forced to use GM seeds. Dead land. 
Media hurricane and loss of their jobs for scientists who had the 
audacity to oppose Multinational... The testimonies I heard in The 
Hague is overwhelming and leaves no doubt.“   
     Michel Bühler

“My song Seeds of freedom is dedicated to the struggle for free 
weeks and against Monsanto, Bayer and destructive agriculture. 
This type of agriculture destroys farmers' systems and violates their 
rights to seeds, land and natural resources. There is another way. 
Millions of people are fi ghting for another world.“   
           Manu Chao

“The Monsanto Tribunal will leave a mark in the history of human-
ity's struggle to neutralize the predation of multinationals who take 
over the Earth, our common good. It was an honour to attend and 
to hear these brave men and women from all over testify to their 
struggle for justice.“   Catherine Morand


